CHAPTER   VII

EXPLOITATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

EUROPE is well endowed with natural resources, which its active, en-
ergetic population have been quick to develop in such a way as to make
them of maximum use. From the forests of tjie north, from the coal
fields of Britain and the Ruhr, and from the iron mines of Lorraine
and Sweden, vast streams of raw materials converge upon the great
manufacturing centers and feed those industries which form such an
important element of Europe's economic greatness. The variety and
extent of these resources and their efficient exploitation have thus
played an important part in the high living standards and advanced
economic development of the continent.

FORESTS

Man has long occupied Europe, and has accordingly cleared much
land which was originally forested, Nevertheless, sufficient timber
remains to enable Europe to occupy second place among1 the continents
in the proportion of its area which is forested, These forests are of
greater value than those of similar size in other portions of the world,
because their location and character favor exploitation, and because
the use of modern forestry methods results in a greater yield of wood
per acre than in any other continent.

In northern Europe a great belt of virgin forests stretches from
the Scandinavian Peninsula to the Urals, and causes Sweden, Finland
and Russia to be more richly endowed with forest wealth than any
other European nations. Exploitation has been increasing rapidly in
this area, and today it is the principal timber-producing1 region of the
continent. A forest area of secondary importance occupies the high-
lands of southern Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia,
and produces enough timber to satisfy the needs of these countries,
Farther to the west forests occur wherever soil or relief renders condi-
tions unsuitable for agriculture. The forests of central and western
Europe may be classified as man made, in contest to the natural forests
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